3rd Sunday in Advent
December 12, 2010

A TIME TO REJOICE
Child: Tonight we light the first two candles and recall that our celebration expresses our joy that Jesus came to live among men and to show us how kind, good and loving God is. 

As we light our third candle of Advent (light candle) and think of God’s great gift to us, we are filled with a desire to worship and praise Him, to rejoice and thank Him, and somehow to show our gratitude to Him; perhaps with a gift. 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:11

Reading: “May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord. I say it again! “Rejoice!” Show a gentle attitude toward everyone. The Lord is coming soon. Don’t worry about anything, but in all your prayers ask God for what you need - Always asking Him with a thankful heart. And God’s peace, which is far beyond human understanding, will keep your hearts and minds safe in union with Christ Jesus.” -Phillipians 4:4-7

Sing: We Three Kings
We three kings of Orient are

Bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

Following yonder star. 

O star of wonder, star of might

Star with royal beauty bright. 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

Guide us to they perfect light. 

Adult: Around the world on this day, millions of Christians are pausing to observe this Advent season. Though countries may differ in language and in customs, the spirit of this season reaches the hearts of all people everywhere. If only we could meet these people, although we might not understand their words, and our dress would  differ, and the color of our skin vary - if we were together watching these flames, we would feel the same. We would be one in Christ. There is no greater joy than this!
Prayer: Dear God, through our imagination we share the Christmas joy with all Your children across the nation and around this world. May they sense our love for them as we tonight feel Your and their presence among this family. Amen. 

Discussion: Talk about joy. As we walk through these days leading up to Christmas, how much joy do we see in the faces of people around us or in each other? What is joy and how do we get it?

Sing: Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And heaven and nature sing. 

And heaven and nature sing. 

And heaven and heaven and nature sing. 

Let us pray together: 
Oh God, we accept our gifts of gratitude and love. May we be aware of the needs of others and eager and able to fill these needs. Lord, help the joy we feel in our hearts will be reflected on our faces. “Happy are the people whose God is the Lord!  

Abby 

(Psalm 144:15). 

